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That night the Crown Prince also sat writing. He had
signed a statement that he did not wish to undergo laryngo-
tomy. Now he was making an entry in his diary, When
the Crown Princess came to him she found him pausing
over these words on the paper : ' And so I suppose I must
set my house in order.'

William returned to Berlin. The country was working
itself into a state of hysteria. Public business was at a
standstill. The old Emperor had become incapable of
fulfilling his offi.ce. The Crown Princess persisted in keeping
the Crown Prince abroad. He, too, was slowly dying. It
was often impossible for Bismarck to get the Royal signature
to urgent documents.

Bismarck therefore suggested that the tune had come to
make Prince William Regent during the lifetime of the old
Emperor. What might happen when the Emperor died he
could not say. Perhaps, mercifully, the Crown Prince would
be dead before him. Then Prince William would ascend the
Throne and the regime of ' blood and iron' would continue,
with Herbert Bismarck ready to take over the reins when his
father decided to retire. In the meantime it would be a step
in the right direction to have Prince William made Regent.
It would be inadvisable to consult the Crown Prince before
taking this step.

Such a move was entirely in keeping with Prince William's
arrogant and impetuous outlook, as the Chancellor well
knew. Bismarck went to the Emperor, found him in one of
his lucid moods, and advised the drawing up of a Proclama-
tion declaring Prince William Regent. The ' old Master *
agreed to sign this, and it was accordingly drawn up at the
Foreign Office. The Proclamation was published to the
German Empire on November iyth. Prince William had
now placed himself under the direction of Bismarck. Neither
a copy of the Proclamation nor any official notification of
what had taken place was sent to San Remo.

Since the Crown Prince had promised his wife never to
read the newspapers, because the harrowing reports about
his own condition and the vicious arguments deeply troubled